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I.  Course Introduction:  The provision of schooling for all children, which falls on the shoulders of P-12 educators, is an enormous task and unrelentingly pushes practitioners (whether in training or already on the job) toward a pragmatic, “how to” approach to professional development.  While any educational foundations course worth its tuition must ultimately connect with practitioners’ daily challenges, it is important to step back from our immediate tasks and reflect on the calling that sometimes threatens to consume us.  What educational problems and possibilities evoke our passions?  What are our guiding philosophical, moral, and political convictions regarding the education of children?  How might we practice these convictions more fully in the future?  
I strongly believe that the best way to attain sufficient knowledge about current educational issues is, perhaps ironically, to understand our past and then relate this knowledge to present issues as they arise.  We will accomplish this by combining Wayne Urban’s and Jennings Wagoner’s excellent survey of American educational history (American Education:  A History) with James Fraser’s engaging selection of primary historical sources (The School in the United States:  A Documentary History).  The former text above will provide background context to the multiple time-specific, authentic primary source documents in the latter text.  In addition to the professor’s and your own identifications of past and present “echoes” in our synthesizing discussions, we will further enhance our awareness of the connections between educational history and contemporary issues by exposure to the Education Week online newspaper.  Education Week is a terrific resource for graduate students and education professionals to know about, offering a wealth of news and historical analysis on cutting issues in schools.  
I want to create an inviting intellectual climate that feels challenging, but also refreshing alongside a busy school or work schedule.  I want you to enjoy our online time together and to further refine your taste for the professional habit of intellectual reflection.  The course will be run seminar style, meaning that we’ll do more discussion and group work than lecture, and the emphasis in terms of evaluation will be on exploratory and/or integrative essays.  I am looking forward to hearing your “voices,” both in conversation and in print.  

II.  Learning Objectives and Assessments

I.  Course Introduction:  The provision of schooling for all children, which falls on the shoulders of P-12 educators, is an enormous task and unrelentingly pushes practitioners (whether in training or already on the job) toward a pragmatic, “how to” approach to professional development.  While any educational foundations course worth its tuition must ultimately connect with practitioners’ daily challenges, it is important to step back from our immediate tasks and reflect on the calling that sometimes threatens to consume us.  What educational problems and possibilities evoke our passions?  What are our guiding philosophical, moral, and political convictions regarding the education of children?  How might we practice these convictions more fully in the future?  
I strongly believe that the best way to attain sufficient knowledge about current educational issues is, perhaps ironically, to understand our past and then relate this knowledge to present issues as they arise.  We will accomplish this in several different ways.  We will supplement Wayne Urban’s and Jennings Wagoner’s excellent survey of American educational history (American Education:  A History) with James Fraser’s engaging selection of primary historical sources (The School in the United States:  A Documentary History).  We will also view together parts of a documentary called School: The Story of American Public Education that adds image, voice, and theatrical flavor to our work with the texts.  We will further enhance our awareness of the connections between educational history and contemporary issues by reading the Education Week online newspaper.  Education Week is a terrific resource for graduate students and education professionals to know about, offering a wealth of news and historical analysis on cutting issues in schools.  Finally, I will share my own work as an example of scholarship and practice related to K-12 education in our society if and as time allows.

I want to create an inviting intellectual climate that feels challenging, but also refreshing after a busy school or work day.  I want you to enjoy our time together and to further refine your taste for the professional habit of intellectual reflection.  The course will be run seminar style, meaning that we’ll do more discussion and group work than lecture, and the emphasis in terms of evaluation will be on exploratory and/or integrative essays.  I am looking forward to hearing your “voices,” both in conversation and in print.  

II.  Learning Objectives and Assessments:

	Course-wide academic and professional objectives -  
SWBAT…
	Related assessment:

	Knowledge and critical thinking: 


1.  Demonstrate a sophisticated grasp of the following themes – and areas of tension between them - in American education, both past and present: equal opportunity and individual freedom/excellence, character formation and citizenship preparation, national unity and cultural diversity, & systemization/bureaucracy and autonomy/experimentation.     

2.  Present a personal philosophy of education that is meaningful, defensible, and sufficiently practical in a democratic society such as our own, OR examine 2 significant educational questions relevant to a foundations course with clarity, depth, and sophistication.
	-> Chronologically-based synthesizing questions
-> Inquiry Papers
OR

-> Education Platform (EP)

	Research and application: 


3.  Identify and conduct productive research in educational philosophy and policy.

4.  Present this research through a substantial paper which reflects familiarity with the revisions process and high standards of written expression. 


	-> Inquiry Papers

OR

-> Education Platform (EP)

	Dialogue and presentation: 


5.  Communicate effectively with peers about complex and morally charged ideas, both from one's seat and from the front. 
	-> Participation in 5 online discussions
-> Education Week exercise




III.  Policies, Procedures, and Expectations
Students will participate in 5 separate discussions this quarter.  Each of these 5 posting exercises are evaluated on a 10 point scale (the introductions round is kind of a 10/10 freebie), totaling 50 points and counting for 1/3 of the course grade, which is then combined with one of the formal writing options below that count for 2/3 of the course grade.

Formal writing option A:  Some graduate students want mainly to create a single substantial academic paper as an expression of their autonomous integration of all elements of the course.  In this case, a student can choose one major integrative assignment, either the Moral Education Framework (MEF) or a Double-length Inquiry Paper that is due near quarter’s end and determines 2/3 of the course grade.  

OR
Formal writing option B:  Some graduate students either want more freedom in choosing a topic of interest, or want feedback by the time the first half of a course is over, and for these students a topical paper called the Inquiry Paper is due in the middle of the quarter, and a second similar topical paper is due near quarter’s end.  Each of these two Inquiry Papers are half the length of the single term papers outlined in Option A, and each counts for 1/3 of the course grade, so equaling 2/3 of the course grade taken together.  
Please note:  

*Formal papers will receive a numerical equivalent of a letter grade (including pluses and minuses), which I feel is as precise as I can authentically be and remain fair, and which works with the Canvas system that only accepts numerical scoring.  For Option A, the MEF or a Double-length Inquiry Paper, a rare A+ =100 pts, A=95, A- =90, B+ =85, and B=80.  For everyone doing Option B with 2 shorter Inquiry Papers, the scores will be directly proportional but on a 50 point scale.

*Formal writing is graded with rigorous attention to graduate-level writing standards, more formally applied than in our 5 online posts.  Mathematically, for paper grades at the A or A- level, your overall course grade will not be higher than your paper grade(s).  But for any paper grades in the C or B range, however, high online posting scores build up cushion points and can definitely raise your final course grade.

*As a graduate school professor, I make every effort to have all students achieve at least a “B” grade in the course because this is de facto “good standing” as a graduate student, but beyond that I utilize all –‘s and +’s, differentiating performance by A, A-, B+, and B, and in some cases where a student’s effort is simply insufficient after my offer of assistance, C grades or lower.

Disability support services:  

Students with academically-related disabilities need to contact Disability Support Services in the Center for Learning to request academic accommodations.  Disability Support Services sends Disability Verification Letters out to all your professors indicating the appropriate accommodations for the classroom based on your disability.
Academic Expectations and Integrity: 
Student work must be turned in by its due date or it will be considered late and docked one letter grade, with possible additional penalties if the assignments remain uncompleted.  If special circumstances make timely submission impossible, please let me know and I will carefully consider your case and possible modifications to the policy.  No matter how late, an assignment can always be turned in for a possible C grade. 

Conduct your studies with honor.  All of the work you turn in must be your own.  Violation of this requirement will necessitate a failing grade for the course. 

Minimal standards for the readability of written work will be upheld.  If you struggle with organizing papers, constructing coherent paragraphs and grammatically correct sentences, punctuation, or spelling, please let me know early on so that we can arrange some assistance for you. 
Treatment of others:  A successful learning community requires that each member, including the instructor, be treated with respect.  Respect in a face-face setting has to do with listening with and cordial dialogue, and the same criteria apply to an online context even though the interactions are mainly in writing.  It's all pretty intuitive; we know when we are practicing respectful community learning behaviors and we know when we are not.  Respecting others is an ongoing condition for enrollment in EDU 6120, or even staying in the graduate school itself. 
Respect for diversity:  The School of Education embraces and seeks the richness that diversity brings to our learning community.  We acknowledge that all people bear the image of God regardless of race, gender, socioeconomic status, age, religion, political history, (dis)ability, sexual orientation, language and linguistic inheritance, country of origin, past participation outside of the culture of power. Our focus is to offer and enhance opportunities to all, including those who have traditionally been underserved by and under-represented in the institutions of our society. Our commitment is to increase the diversity of our faculty, staff, and students and to foster a hospitable climate for a diverse community reconciling all people (SOE Diversity Statement).

School of Education


Mission Statement





To prepare educators for


service and leadership


in schools and communities by developing their professional


competence and character


within a framework of


Christian faith and values.





The SOE’s Four Commitments





The School of Education's mission statement and the mission statement and education plan of Seattle Pacific University share a common commitment to themes, informed by our Christian faith and values as articulated in Micah 6:8: And what does the LORD require of you? …to act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 





The themes include the commitment to leadership and service in the community, and the commitment to character and competence. All of these commitments are focused on the professional and personal growth of our graduates, and speak to the conception of educator as master of a particular discipline, but also as a person who finds meaning and hope in a professional vocation, a "calling."





For this reason, the commitments include professional competence, and leadership in one's area of responsibility, but they also include a commitment to character and to a larger vision of service to the educational community and beyond. Through its integration of service, leadership, character, and competence, the School of Education's mission captures the distinctiveness of a Christian university that prepares educators who are capable and committed to having a positive impact on the learning of a diverse community of K–12 students.











